Introduction
O u r n e w ly o p e n e d In te rn e t site o ffers a v ie w to a >10* w o rd c o rp u s o f in fo rm a l D a n is h c o n v ersatio n s. T h e c o rp u s a n d th e search e n g in e situ a te d a t lA A S c a n n o w b e re a c h e d a n d u se d as e a sily as a n y h o m e p a g e o n th e W o rld W id e W eb , o ffe rin g a to o l fo r serio u s in v e stig a tio n s in to in fo rm al sp eech .
A fte r a fe w in tro d u c to ry re m a rk s, w e sh all p re se n t th e c o rp u s a n d th e se a rc h en g in e a s seen fro m th e u s e r's p o in t o f v ie w , fo llo w in g u p th e p re s e n ta tio n w ith a fe w ex a m p le q u erie s. In c o n c lu sio n , so m e re fle c tio n s o n th e p o ssib ilitie s th a t th e In te rn e t h a s to o ffe r in u tilisa tio n , m a in te n a n c e , a n d c o n tro l o f la rg e c o rp o ra o f s e m i-c o n fid e n tia l data.
T h e n e w site m a y b e re a c h e d d ire c tly a t th e U R L h tt p ://p h o n e m e .c p h lin g .d k /B y S o c , o r e lse v ia th e lA A S h o m e p a g e a t h ttp ://w w w .c p h lin g .d k
Why study informal speech?
O rd in ary p e o p le a re c o m m o n . M o st o f th e d ay , th e y ta lk c a su a lly , ta k in g p a rt in in fo rm a l c o n v e rsa tio n s. S o, b y fa r th e la rg e st p a rt o f th e la n g u a g e n a tio n a l p ro d u c t m u s t b e p la in a n d sim p le v e rn a c u la r. M o re o v e r, m o s t c h ild re n a c q u ire th e ir m o th e r to n g u e e x p o se d to th is s ty le o n ly , a rg u a b ly m a k in g it th e m o s t e sse n tia l p a rt as w ell.
S till, th e sy n ta x a n d s e m a n tic s o f in fo rm a l sp e e c h h a v e h a rd ly b e e n stu d ie d a t a ll w ith th e e x a c t m e a n s o f m o d e m fo rm a l g ra m m a r. W h y ? F irstly , b e c a u se in fo rm a l s p e e c h is irreg u la r, s e e n fro m a tra d itio n a l sy n ta c tic p o in t o f v ie w , m a k in g it m u c h m o re re c a lc itra n t to w o rk w ith th a n e d u c a te d w ritte n sty le. S e co n d ly , b e c a u se it is h a rd to g e t a c c e ss to la rg e , re lia b le sa m p le s o f g e n u in e e v e ry d a y co n v e rsa tio n ; th e u se o f b u g s is o f c o u rse u n e th ic a l, a n d p e rh a p s illeg al, m a k in g th is a b u n d a n t so u rce o f la n g u a g e ra th e r e lu siv e a s a s c ie n tific o b je c t (w h ic h m a y w e ll s e e m a b it p a ra d o x ic a l). F in a lly , b e c a u se g e n e ra tiv e lin g u istic s h a v e tu rn e d th e se tw o o b sta c le s in to a c la im th a t in fo rm a l sp e e c h is th e o re tic a lly u n in te re stin g .
T ilis p a p e r su g g e sts a so lu tio n to o n e o f th e p ro b le m s.
2, The corpus
T h e s e a rc h a b le c o rp u s c o n sists o f tra n s c rip tio n s o f a p p ro x im a te ly 8 0 c o n v e rs a tio n s '. T h e p a rtic ip a n ts a re a ll n a tiv e D a n e s, m o s t o f th e m b o m a n d ra is e d in N y b o d e r in cen tral C o p e n h a g e n . I n e a c h ca se , th e lin g u is t w h o p a rtic ip a te d in th e c o n v e rs a tio n to o k g re a t ca re to m a k e th e situ a tio n a s c o m fo rta b le a n d fam iliar-fo r th e in fo rm a n t a s p o s s ib le . M o st o f th e c o n v e rs a tio n s th u s to o k p la c e in p riv a te h o m e s , w ith th e lin g u is t as a so -c a lle d 'in tim a te s tra n g e r', ra th e r th a n a T V -s ty le in te rv ie w e r. T h e s tra te g y w as th e fo llo w in g : P rio r to h is first m e e tin g w ith th e in fo rm a n t, th e lin g u is t w o u ld try to g e t a c q u a in te d w ith a n e ig h b o u r o r su ch, e n a b lin g h im to p re s e n t h im s e lf to th e in fo rm a n t a s 'a frie n d o f y o u r frie n d ', "N o rm a lly , p e o p le d o n o t c o n fid e in a stran g er, b u t so m e h a v e d o n e so w h e n th e y h a v e m e t a n in tim a te stra n g e r'' (G re g e rs e n & a l (9 1 ) p .5 3 , fo llo v rin g M ilro y & al (7 7 )). A fte r a w h ile , m a n y in fo rm a n ts re a c h a re la x e d , o r e v e n c o n fid e n tia l state. T h is sta te is o f c o u rse d e sira b le , sin c e it is e x a c tly th e n th a t w e g e t th e in fo rm a l sty le free o f c o n sc io u s c o n tro l. F o r th is re a s o n , th e s e s sio n s re c o rd e d w ere r a th e r lo n g , a lm o s t a lw a y s m o re th a n a n h o u r, in so m e c a se s m o re th a n th re e h o u rs.
T h e re c o rd in g s w e re tra n s c rib e d u sin g th e c o n v e n tio n D a n sk S ta n d a rd 2 , a s d e fin e d by T he D a n is h L a n g u a g e C o u n c il (D a n sk S p ro g n ae v n ), a b a sic a lly o rth o g ra p h ic c o d e , e n ric h e d w ith s p e c ia l sy m b o ls. In a d d itio n to D a n s k S ta n d a rd 2, a s o -c a lle d sc o r e f o r m a t w a s d esig n ed , s h o w in g th e o n s e t o f th e u tte ra n c e s re la tiv e to e a c h o th e r.
Transcription sample
i > 2 > A > ja v i stZLTter h a l t f o r f r a ( l e r ) j a j a n e jñ å n å ( l e r ) # n å 1 s t a r t e d e i de små l e j l i g h e d e r i k ' n å 9 7 )). B y S o c h a s n o g ra m m a tic a l a n n o ta tio n s.
The search engine
T h e c e n tra l w in d o w in th e B y S o c site c o n sists o f a n u m b e r o f fra m e s, a m o n g w h ic h th e m o s t im p o rta n t a re th e fra m e s Søgeområde (S e a rc h A re a ), Søgeprofil (S e a rc h P ro file ), a n d R e s u lt a t (R e su lt). U sin g th e b u tto n s a n d ta b le s in th e se fra m e s, th e u s e r can sp e c ify
•
A se a rc h a re a (a s u b p a rt o f th e co rp u s)
• A se a rc h p ro file (a strin g o f le tte rs a n d sp e c ia l sy m b o ls)
• A n o u tp u t fo rm a t (c o u n t, list o f o c c u rre n c e s, o r te x t sa m p le s)

Search Area
T h e se a rc h d o m a in c a n b e c u t a lo n g th e fo llo w in g d im e n sio n s (a m o n g o th ers).
S p e a k e r. sex , ag e, r d e (lin g u ist/in fo rm a n t), so cial g ro u p (w o rk in g /m id d le c la ss), n a m e , id C onversation", n u m b e r o f p a rtic ip a n ts , tim e slic e (e.g . 'e x c lu d e th e first te n m in u te s ')
Style'. la n g u a g e (D a n ish /fo re ig n ), enxinciatoT(se W q u o te ), o h 2in (tra n sc rip tio n /c o m m e n f) T ra n scrip tio n : tra n s c rib e r, c o n fid e n c e (re lia b le /u n c e r ta in ), v e rsio n (m a in !se c o n d a ry !e n c ry p te d )
3-2 Search Profile
A sim p le o rth o g ra p h ic w o rd w ill d o a s a se a rc h p ro file , w h ile in g e n e ra l a n y r e g u la r e x p re ssio n is a llo w e d . O u r d ia le c t o f R E is as in th e p ro g ra m m in g la n g u a g e P e r l (W a ll (9 1 )), e n ric h e d w ith sp e c ia l sy m b o ls fo r 's p a c e c h a ra c te r' ( _ ) 'le tte r ' ( Q ), 'v o w e l' ( Vi ), a n d 'c o n s o n a n t' ( § ). S o m e sp e c ia l s y m b o ls o f R E : x l m a tc h e s z e ro o r o n e in sta n c e s o f x ; x { n ,m ) m a tc h e s n -m in sta n c e s o f X in s e q u e n c e (m m a y b e o m itte d i f th e re is n o u p p e r b o u n d ); x + is e q u iv a le n t to x { l,} ; x * e q u iv a le n t to x{0,}. S o m e lin g u is tic a lly re le v a n t p ro file s a re d e m o n stra te d in se c tio n s 0 a n d 0 below.,
E xam ple pro files
S e a r c h profile m a tc h e s d o es n o t m atch
Result format
D iffe re n t q u e rie s call fo r d iffe re n t k in d s o f o u tp u t fro m th e se a rc h e n g in e . T h e u s e r c a n T h e u s e r m a y also c h o o s e to h a v e th e re s u lt se n t as em ail. In su c h ca se s, th e b a c k g ro u n d p ro c e s s co rrects th e e rro r, i f p o s sib le , o r o th e rw is e re s e ts th e p a ra m e te r in q u e s tio n to its d e fa u lt settin g .
Query check
A sim p le e x a m p le is th e c h e c k p ro c e d u re a sso c ia te d w ith th e q u e ry p a ra m e te r sex. T h e c o rre s p o n d in g ta b le in th e fra m e S ø g e o m r å d e (S e a rc h area ) is g e n e ra te d b y th e fo llo w in g H T M L co d e.
H T M L s a m p le
<a n a m e = se x X iX u > K 0 n < /u X /iX /a X b r > <86100^ name=sex m u ltip le on ch ange=notem pty(th is,2 ) > < op tion value=*'F" se le c te d > k v in d e r < option v a lu e= "M" selected>m snd < / s e le c t > E a c h tim e th e u s e r click s o n o n e o f th e o p tio n s, m a le o r fe m a le , th e fu n c tio n n o te m p ty is called. 
J a v a S c r ip t sa m p le
Submitting a query
W h e n th e u s e r h a s fin ish e d h is q u e ry , h e c lic k s th e S t a r t s ø g n in g b u tto n (S ta rt search ). A J a v a S c rip t p ro c e ss th e n c o lle c ts a ll p a ra m e te r settin g s, en clo se s th e m in a v irtu a l en v elo p e, an d s u b m its th e m to th e serv er. A t th e s e rv e r sid e , a U N IX d a e m o n u n p a c k s th e e n v e lo p e , starts a P e rl se ssio n , a n d feed s th e se a rc h e n g in e w ith th e u se r in p u t as % E N V v a ria b le s (fo r te ch n ica l d e ta ils cf. H o ltse a n d H e n ric h se n (jn p r e p a r a tio n )).
B e fo re th e re s u lt is re tu rn e d to th e c lie n t, c e rta in p ro p e r n a m e s a re e n c ry p te d , n a m e ly th o se th a t d o n o t o c c u r in R e tsk riv n in g so rd b o g e n (th e S tan d a rd D a n ish O rth o g ra p h ic D ic tio n a ry ). T h is m e a n s th a t n o n -lo c a l n a m e s lik e G rø n la n d a n d R o sk ild e a re a llo w e d , w h ile D e lfin g a d e (a lo cal s tre e t n a m e ) a n d M a rg re te (a p e rs o n a l n a m e ) are not. O f c o u rse , th is d o e s n o t e x c lu d e th e p o s sib ility o f m isu se , b u t it d o e s p re v e n t th e sin c e re u se r fro m b e in g p re s e n te d w ith c o n fid e n tia l d a ta u n w illin g ly (in case o f d e lib e ra te m isu s e , a p p ro p ria te a c tio n s c a n b e ta k e n , sin c e e a c h u se r m u s t s ig n a sin c e rity d e c la ra tio n to o b ta in a p a ssw o rd ).
T h e o u tp u t o f th e se a rc h e n g in e is th e n tra n s la te d in to a n H T M L d o c u m e n t, e n c lo se d in a v irtu a l e n v e lo p e , a n d s e n t v ia th e C o m m o n G a te w a y In te rfa c e (C G I) to th e c lie n t w h e re it is in te rp re te d a n d p re s e n te d to th e user.
Sophisticated queries
T h is se c tio n m a y b e sk ip p e d b y th e b u sy read er.
Cascaded filters
O n e o f th e sp ecia l fe a tu re s o f o u r se a rc h e n g in e is th e c a s c a d e d filte r . B y e n c lo sin g c e rta in s u b p a rts o f a p ro file in a n g le b ra c k e ts ( < a n d > ), o n e c a n re fe r to th e m in d iv id u a lly . T h e firs t b ra c k e te d su b strin g is th e n re fe rre d to a s '$ 1 ', th e se c o n d a s '$ 2 ', a n d so on. B y p u ttin g in d iv id u a l re s tric tio n s o n th e se n a m e d su b p a rts, o n e c a n c o n s tru e so p h istic a te d filte rs p ie c e m e a l.
C o n s id e r a n e x a m p le (th is s e c tio n m a y b e sk ip p e d b y th e b u s y re a d e r). .. v ae r e t' -c lu ste rs su c h a s 'h a r s ik k e rt n o k v ae r e t' a n d 'h a r i o h e lle r ik k e a ltid v ae re t'^. F o r p ra c tic a l re a s o n s, w e w ill re s tric t th e g o al to 2 -6 w o rd clu sters.
A s a firs t try , w e d e fin e th e p ro file _ h a r< _ (n + _ } { 2 ,6 } > v ae re t_ a n d s p e c ify th a t o n ly $1 is to b e re g is te re d , i.e. th e 2 -6 u n in s ta n tia te d w o rd s b e tw e e n th e a n g le b ra c k e ts. N o w th e u n b ra c k e te d p a rts o f th e p ro file se rv e as c o n te x t co n stra
in ts. T h is is n o t g o o d e n o u g h y e t, th o u g h . A lo n g w ith th e w a n te d a d v e rb ia ls, m a n y s u b je c t N P s in d e to p ic a liz e d p o s itio n a re ad m itte d : 'h a r d u se lv
v ae r e t...', 'n o g e n g a n g e h a r m in m o r o g fa r v ae re t...', etc. S o w e im p o se a re stric tio n o n $1 th a t it m a y n o t m a tc h _ ( je g |d u jm in |d m |h a n |h u n |n o g e n ja I le jv ijd e |I |d e t|d e n I d e r ) _ . T h e w o rd s 'j e g ',
are th e m o s t fre q u e n t D a n is h p ro n o u n s in th e n o m in a tiv e a n d in d e e d th e m o s t fre q u e n t s u b je c t N P e le m e n ts in B yS o c .
N o w th e p ro file w o rk s, b u t o f c o u rs e it m isse s o u t a lo t o f re le v a n t a d v e rb ia l c lu ste rs, n a m e ly a ll th o s e c o n ta in e d in o th e r p a rtic ip le c o n stru c tio n s, su c h a s 'h a r ... h a f t' o g 'h a r ... k u n n e t'. S o w e s o fte n u p th e p ro file : _ h a r< _ (n + _ ){ 2 ,6 } > (h a ft|n + e t)_ , n o w a llo w in g fo r a sp e c tre o f p a rtic ip le c o n s tru c tio n s su c h as 'h a r fa k tis k ik k e h a ft e n c h a n c e ' a n d 'h a r n u ik k e a ltid lø b e t s å s tae rk t'.
H o w e v e r, a n e w re s tric tio n is c a lle d fo r, sin c e th e ( h a f t|n + e t) _ p a rt o f th e p ro file h a p p e n s to m a tc h , n o t o n ly p a rtic ip le s, b u t a lso p ro n o u n s in th e n e u te r, as in e.g . 'h a r e t e lle r a n d e t im o d m i g '. S o w e p u t ( h a f tjn + e t) _ in a n g le b ra c k e ts a n d s p e c ify th a t $2 m u s t n o t m a tc h ( d e t] n o g e t|m e g e t|a n d e t) _ , th e fo u r b y fa r m o s t fre q u e n t PRO"gu," in sp o k e n D a n ish . T h e se little a d ju stm e n ts c a n b e a d d e d in a b o tto m -u p fa sh io n , sim p ly b y a n a ly sin g th e o u tp u t o f th e se a rc h e n g in e .
N o w th e filte r p e rfo rm s q u ite w e ll, m a k in g it re a s o n a b le to s ta rt d ra w in g c o n c lu sio n s firom th e re s u lts d e liv e re d b y th e se a rc h e n g in e . S till, th e re is p le n ty o f ro o m fo r im p ro v e m e n ts, o n th e o n e h a n d b y e x te n d in g th e h u n tin g g ro u n d w ith m o d a l v e rb s ( 'k a n '), n e w a u x ilia ry v e rb s ( 'h a v d e '), su b o rd in a te c la u se s ( 'a t je g ik k e h a r h a ft d e n '), etc. -a n d o n th e o th e r h a n d b y sh a rp e n in g th e c o n stra in ts.
S h o u ld w e la te r w a n t to fo c u s o n sp e c ia l a d v e rb ia l c lu ste rs o n ly -sa y , th o s e c o n ta in in g n e g a tiv e p o la rity ite m s, o r 'ik k e ', o r d is c o u rs e p a rtic le s lik e 'j o ', 'veT a n d 's g u ' -th is c a n b e d o n e b y s im p ly a d d in g m o re re s tric tio n s o n th e $ -v a ria b le s.
In terms o f the feltskem a, Diderichsen' s reknown description o f the Danish sentence syntax, the adverbials in question belong to the a-slot o f the nexus fie ld (Diderichsen (46)).
A 2. Two-dimensional profiles
I n in fo rm a l c o n v e rsa tio n , th e w o rd c h a n g e s ra p id ly a n d im p u ls iv e ly -th e m o re so , th e m o re ty p ic a l th e c o n v ersatio n . H e n c e , a n y a n a ly sis o f th e se m a n tic s a n d p ra g m a tic s o f c o n v e rsa tio n w ith o u t a c c e ss to th e d is trib u tio n o f u tte ra n c e s o v e r sp e a k e rs w o u ld b e im p a ire d , o r e v e n m e a n in g le ss .
S o o f c o u rse su ch B y S o c in fo rm a tio n sh o u ld b e a c c e ssib le , a n d th is c a lls fo r a n e w en try to th e s e a rc h en g in e. In o rd e r n o t to h a v e th e in te rfa c e lo o k lik e th e d a s h b o a rd o f a Ju m b o je t, w e h a v e c h o s e n to a d d ju s t o n e n e w c o n v e n tio n : '% n '. A s m e n tio n e d in th e p re v io u s se c tio n , '$ n ' re fe rs to th e /7th b ra c k e te d s u b p a rt o f th e p ro file , '% n ', in c o n tra st, re fe rs to th e sa m e te x t p o sitio n as *$n' (i.e. th e sam e tim e slic e ), b u t a n y o n e b u t th e s a m e sp eak er. C o n s id e r a n ex am p le. In D a n is h in fo rm a l sp eech , th e ta g i k ' u s u a lly trig g e rs a p o s itiv e re sp o n se (w e ta k e p o sitiv e re sp o n se s to b e j o j a , a n d m m ). F in d all e x c e p tio n s to th is ru le.
O n e so lu tio n w o u ld b e to s e a rc h fo r {2 )> . T h is p ro file fin d s e a c h u tte ra n c e -fin a l o c c u rre n c e o f i k \ th a n k s to th e tw o a d ja c e n t sp aces. T h e b ra c k e te d p a rt o f th e p ro file th e n c o rre sp o n d s to th e first 3 c h a ra c te rs o f th e rig h t c o n te x t -a n d w h e n re fe rre d to w ith '% 1 ', it a p p lie s to th e full sco re, o r ra th e r: all sp e a k e rs w ith th e e x c e p tio n o f th e sp e a k e r sa y in g i k \ N o w w e n e e d o n ly to im p o se th e re s tric tio n o n '% 1 ' th a t it m a y n o t m a tc h j o | j a | mm.
T w o o f th e i k ' o c c u rre n c e s in q u e s tio n o c c u r in th e tra n sc rip tio n sa m p le in se c tio n 0.
Linguistic sessions (examples, not science!)
5,1 Trigrams, n-grams
T rig ra m s -g ro u p s o f th re e a d ja c e n t w o rd s -a re w e ll-k n o w n c re a tu re s in c o rp u s lin g u istic s. 
5-2 Differences in word selection: men versus women
A s m e n tio n e d , th e c o rp u s c a n b e to m a lo n g v a rio u s s e a m s , in c lu d in g s e x a n d a g e , p ro v id in g fo r in v e stig a tio n s in to w o rd se lec tio n . F o r in sta n c e , th e fre q u e n c y o f a fe w p ro n o u n s, 'j e g \ 'm a n ', *du', 'm in ', se e m to v a ry q u ite a b it a s a fu n c tio n o f sex a n d a g e (s e a rc h p ro file :
_ ( j e g l m a n ld u |m i n ) _ ).
F r e q u e n c y a n d r a n k R a n k R a n k x C o u n t / (86) D o es in fo rm a l s p o k e n D a n is h sh o w th e sa m e k in d o f re g u la rity ?
T o a n sw e r th is q u e s tio n , w e c o m p u te a fre q u e n c y list u sin g th e p ro file efficiently'*; n+ or, m o re H + .
T otal: 1 ,3 4 8 ,0 8 3 h its.
R a n k C o u n t W ave le n g th = T o ta l / C o u n t
F r e q u e n cy
A s c a n b e s e e n in th e V is it h tt p :// p h o n e m e .c p h l in g .d k / B y S o c , e n te r th e p ro file _ a + , a n d se le c t th e o u tp u t fo rm a t Z i p f list.
Concluding remarks
U s in g th e In te rn e t as a k e y h o le , th e re is little n e e d fo r d is trib u tin g c o p ie s o f a c o rp u s. A sin g le c o p y re s id in g a t th e se rv e r sid e is su ffic ie n t, fo r m a n y p u rp o se s. T h is h a s s o m e sig n ific a n t a d v a n ta g e s .
F irs tly , th e re s e a rc h e r c a n d o c u m e n t h is re s u lts, sim p ly b y re p o rtin g th e p a ra m e te r se ttin g s o f h is c e n tra l q u e rie s. S e c o n d ly , m a in te n a n c e o f th e c o rp u s is fa st an d e ffic ie n t. E ac h u s e r is a p o te n tia l p r o o f re a d e r, a n d h is re p o rte d c o rre c tio n s c a n b e im p le m e n te d a n d u tilis e d in m in u te s o r h o u rs.
T h ird ly , c o n fid e n tia l d a ta c a n b e e n c ry p te d , a n d i f n e c e ssa ry , e ffe c tiv e ly b a rre d w ith in a n in s ta n c e . T h is im p ro v e d e ffic ie n c y o f c o n tro l c a n b e fo re se e n to a c tu a lly m a k e th e c o rp u s m o re f r e e l y a v a ila b le , s in c e th e c o rp u s a d m in is tra to r c a n n o w m e te o u t a c c e ss m u c h m o re p re c ise ly ~ i f n e c e ss a ry , e v e n o n a n in d iv id u a l b a s is -a n d d o e s n o t h a v e to e m p lo y 'b e tte r to o little th a n to o m u c h ' k in d s o f p re c a u tio n s . T h e p re c is io n in c o n tro l c o u ld a lso m a k e th e s u p p lie r o f d a ta feel m o re c o n fid e n t, a s h e c a n n o w b e g iv e n (i) a q u a lifie d p ro m ise th a t n o u n a u th o ris e d p a rty w ill g a in a c c e s s , a n d (ii) a d e ta ile d d e s c rip tio n o f w h a t a u th o rise d u se rs w ill b e a llo w e d to see a n d do (o n e c o u ld e v e n tra d e w ith a re lu c ta n t in fo rm a n t, o ffe rin g th e w ith d ra w a l o f d a ta in c a se , say , th e p riv a te s itu a tio n o f th e in fo rm a n t s h o u ld c h a n g e ).
T h e c lie n t-s e rv e r m o d e l o ffers p la tfo r m in d e p e n d e n c e o n th e c lie n t sid e, a n d s p e c ia lis a tio n o n t h e s e rv e r sid e . T h is m a y le ad to a n e w a n d a ttra c tiv e situ a tio n : e v e n th e s lo w e s t o f to d a y 's 4 8 6 s o r M a c s is s u ffic ie n t fo r th e m o s t p o w e rfu l se a rc h e s, a s lo n g as th e re is a n In te rn e t c o n n e c tio n ( a n d a w illin g c o rp u s p ro v id e r a t th e o th e r e n d ). T h e im p lic it a n a rc h y a n d d e c e n tra lis a tio n o f th e
In te rn e t c o u ld th u s stre n g th e n th e re s e a rc h c o m m u n ity b y c o u n te ra c tin g a n o to rio u s te c h n o c ra tic a n d a n ti-in d iv id u a lis tic b a rrie r in th e c o rp u s b a s e d re se a rc h . V ia th e In te rn e t, e v e ry o n e , in c lu d in g in d iv id u a l re s e a rc h e rs a n d lo w -b u d g e t in stitu tio n s , c a n h a v e e q u a l a c c e ss to re s o u rc e s a n d m e th o d s . I n th e s a m e v ein , th e te c h n ic a lly in s e c u re lin g u is t c a n m a k e a s in tric a te q u e rie s as can t h e U N I X o r P e rl w iz a rd .
L a s t b u t n o t le a st, n o o n e is fo rc e d in to b u y in g a sp e c ific so ftw are p ro d u c t, th a n k s to th e sy stem in d e p e n d e n c e o f H T M L a n d J a v a -a n o b v io u s d e m o c ra tic a d v a n ta g e , w h ic h th e D e p a rtm e n t o f J u s tic e in W a s h in g to n rig h t n o w is s tru g g lin g to p re se rv e .
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